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A Surprising Grace 

Philippians 1:27-30 

 

Introduction: Sermons in Song 

I really appreciated Pastor Dave’s message last week.  I believe he “hit on all cylinders” and 

touched us all where we live.  Sorrows are not wasted for those who are truly following Jesus.  I 

especially love the passage in Romans 5 that he used last week: 

 

Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our 

Lord Jesus Christ. Through him we have also obtained access by faith into this grace in 

which we stand, and we rejoice in hope of the glory of God. Not only that, but we rejoice 

in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, and endurance produces 

character, and character produces hope, and hope does not put us to shame, because 

God's love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to 

us. 

Romans 5:1-5 

 

We live in a broken world.  We all suffer trials and persecution from time to time. In the upper 

room just hours before Jesus was to be arrested, tried, and crucified, he said to his disciples, “I 

have said these things to you, that in me you may have peace. In the world you will have 

tribulation. But take heart; I have overcome the world” (John 16:33).  

 

People of faith have always sung about their trials and God’s deliverance.  Read the Psalms.  

More than half lament the troubles of this world and God’s deliverance through them.  Even our 

songs today and our hymnals are full of songs celebrating God’s faithfulness through suffering. 

 

 Through It All 

 Never Once 

 Be Still My Soul 

 Like a River Glorious (chorus) 

 His Eye is On the Sparrow (vs. 1) 
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 God Will Take Care of You (Chorus) 

 Precious Lord, Take My Hand 

 Come Ye Disconsolate 

 It is Well (Chorus) 

 

God will never leave us alone.  He will walk with us through our troubles.  From his prison cell 

in Rome and in chains, the Apostle Paul wrote to encourage the people at Philippi. 

 

Text – Philippians 1:27-30 

Only let your manner of life be worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that whether I come and see 

you or am absent, I may hear of you that you are standing firm in one spirit, with one mind 

striving side by side for the faith of the gospel, and not frightened in anything by your opponents. 

This is a clear sign to them of their destruction, but of your salvation, and that from God. For it 

has been granted to you that for the sake of Christ you should not only believe in him but also 

suffer for his sake, engaged in the same conflict that you saw I had and now hear that I still have. 

Paul’s Journey to Rome 

Paul wrote four epistles while he was in chains in Rome:  Ephesians, Colossians, Philippians, 

and Philemon. The book of Philippians is remarkable in its positive spirit – especially given the 

fact that that Apostle was in prison awaiting trial before Caesar.  His joy and optimistic outlook 

is nothing less than supernatural.  Throughout his ministry, Paul had experienced difficulties and 

trial and yet he was confident in God’s faithfulness. His resume was long in his experience with 

suffering: 

 

Five times I received at the hands of the Jews the forty lashes less one. Three times I was 

beaten with rods. Once I was stoned. Three times I was shipwrecked; a night and a day I 

was adrift at sea; on frequent journeys, in danger from rivers, danger from robbers, 

danger from my own people, danger from Gentiles, danger in the city, danger in the 

wilderness, danger at sea, danger from false brothers; in toil and hardship, through many 

a sleepless night, in hunger and thirst, often without food, in cold and exposure. 

II Corinthians 11:24-27 
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Anyone want to sign up for that?  But the Apostle knew that God would be good on his word and 

that he would provide the grace to endure whatever came his way.  Just a few weeks ago, we 

completed a year-long study of the Book of Acts in our Evening Song and Study.  The last seven 

chapters describe Paul’s experiences that led him as a prisoner to Rome.  He certainly wouldn’t 

have planned his journey to Rome the way it turned out.  It began with persecution and was filled 

with suffering.  But along the way, God met him at different times with timely invasions of his 

grace so that the Apostle would be spared and encouraged as he suffered for Christ’s sake.   

 

 After Paul came to Jerusalem at the conclusion of his third missionary journey, he went 

to the Temple to fulfill his Jewish obligations of purification.  While there, he was falsely 

accused of defiling the Temple and attacked by a mob who tried to kill him.  Persecution 

and suffering.  But by God’s grace, a Roman officer intervened and arrested him, saving 

his life.  This pagan Roman officer would save his life more than once.  God’s grace from 

an unexpected source… 

 As the Roman officer was trying to determine what to do with Paul, the Apostle’s 

nephew overheard a plot to kill him.  He went and told the Roman tribune.  God’s grace 

that Paul’s nephew would overhear the plot and that a Roman soldier would even give 

audience to a boy.  That night, God appeared to Paul in a dream and promised that he 

would be with him and that he would testify in Rome.  God’s sustaining grace… 

 The Roman officer organized a force of 500 soldiers to sneak Paul out of Jerusalem at 

three in the morning so that he would not be killed by the Jews.  What an escort!  God’s 

grace again… 

 He was taken to Caesarea where he was to address Felix, the Roman governor.  The 

Jewish leaders followed him and testified against him in a hearing before the governor.  

Felix, not really a good man, however, did not listen to the Jews desire to have Paul 

killed.  God’s grace…  Paul had an opportunity to present his defense and the gospel to 

the governor.  God’s grace…  Not knowing what to do, Felix kept the Apostle in custody 

for two years. Not is a dark prison cell, but in the palace where all his friends could come 

freely to visit him.  Even though Paul wouldn’t have chosen this path, God intervened 

with his sustaining grace.   
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 Felix was eventually replaced by a new governor by the name of Festus.  The governor 

wanted Paul to attend a hearing in Jerusalem.  But Paul, knowing the treachery of the 

Jewish leaders, appealed to Caesar in Rome.  While waiting to be sent to Rome, the 

Apostle got to present his story and the gospel the Festus and the Jewish King Agrippa.  

God’s grace again…  They would have set him free had he not appealed to Caesar.  On 

the other hand, since he appealed, he would be getting a free trip to Rome on the 

Empire’s dime.  God’s grace and provision again.   

 While at sea, the ship that was transporting him encountered a terrible storm for two 

weeks.  The soldiers and sailors were in a great panic but the Apostle remained calm.  His 

serenity in the time of the great storm gave him great influence with everyone on the 

ship.  God’s intervening grace… 

 When the ship was broken up on a reef, everyone was able to make it safely to shore, as 

Paul had predicted.  While gathering wood for the fire, Paul was bitten by a poisonous 

viper which had no effect on him.  God’s miracle of grace gave Paul great influence with 

the people on the island.  He was taken to the governor’s palace for three days with the 

Roman officer in charge.  God’s gracious provision of rest and refreshment.  There, no 

doubt, he shared his story and the gospel.  Church tradition holds that the Roman 

governor of the island became the first Bishop of Malta.  God works in mysterious ways.  

 When they finally made their way to Rome, Paul was greeted forty miles from the city by 

Christians who came to meet him.  This was another marker of God’s grace that greatly 

encouraged him.  While in custody in Rome, he was able to stay in a house rather than a 

prison cell where he was able to freely speak and receive visitors for two years.  God 

inserted his grace at strategic moments all along the way of the Apostle’s journey. .   

 

Grace Around Every Corner 

Paul always wanted to go to Rome and I’m sure he had made plans for how he would get there 

on his own terms.  We’re like that, aren’t we?  We’ve got our life mapped out. We have our 

goals and what we want to accomplish in life.  Funny thing, though.  It hardly ever works out 

exactly as we planned.  Inevitably, challenges come along that we would never ask for:  things 

like a serious illness, a lost job, rebellious children, significant financial loss, and betrayal by 

friends or loved ones.  Sometimes the choices we make put us into difficult circumstances.  But 
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frequently, the sufferings that we experience are through no fault of our own.  We didn’t choose 

that path but we’re right in the middle of it.  But along the way, God meets us with little 

blessings of grace that demonstrate his goodness and faithfulness in the midst of our struggles. 

 

Like Paul, God inserts his grace just when we need it.  It may be an unexpected financial gift that 

ties us over.  Often, God’s grace comes by way of people who encourage us and help us along 

the way.  I can look back at my seasons of suffering and see the people that he put in my path 

that encouraged me and enabled me to keep going.  Sometimes, God’s grace comes by way of 

unexpected circumstances that sustain or encourage us in the midst of our trial.   

 

I think one of the things that are most difficult about suffering is waiting.  No one wants pain.  It 

is hard to endure.  I’ve often prayed, just like the psalmist, “God, when are you going to deliver 

me?”  But I’ve learned that God doesn’t work on my timetable.  He allows me to wait and in the 

waiting my faith is strengthened.  Waiting for God strengthens our faith in the same way the 

vigorous exercise strengthens our physical muscles.  It’s painful.  It’s hard to endure.  But it 

strengthened us.  And just when we think we can’t take it anymore, God intervenes with his 

grace.  Seems like God is never early.  But he is never late.  God is always right on time.   

 

Grace Awareness 

A few months ago I read a very moving book on suffering entitled, A Grace Disguised: How the 

Soul Grows through Loss.  It was written by a theology professor by the name of Jerry Sittser.  

None of us would want the circumstances that he experienced in his life.  While traveling on a 

mountain road, a drunk driver came around a corner and hit him and his family in their van head-

on.  Three generations of his family died that day:  his mother, his wife, and his daughter.  The 

book is not Pollyanna.  He experienced deep grief, depression, and bitterness.  But through it all, 

God walked with him and provided exactly what he needed when he needed it.     

 

Peter describes two kinds of suffering in his first epistle: “For what credit is it if, when you sin 

and are beaten for it, you endure?  But if when you do good and suffer for it you endure, this is a 

gracious thing in the sight of God” (I Peter 2:20).  If you sin and suffer, consider it the grace of 
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God’s correction and discipline for you.  For “whom the Lord loves, he disciplines” (Hebrews 

12:6).   

 

But when you suffer for righteousness sake for through no fault of your own, it is that experience 

that will strengthen your faith and make you more like Jesus.  But how do we endure?   

 

The point of my message this morning is to encourage you to develop “grace awareness” while 

you suffer.  If you are suffering, immerse yourself in God’s Word and especially the Psalms.  I 

have found them to be my life-line and the best language of prayer.  Look for God’s invasions of 

grace especially through people who will encourage you.  Praise God for every sustaining thing 

that comes your way: an unexpected financial blessing, an encouraging word, an unexpected 

change in circumstances.  Like Paul on his journey to Rome, God will meet you with his grace 

just when you need it.   

 

Put away victimhood.  As Paul wrote to the Philippians, if you suffer for Christ’s sake, it is a 

great privilege.  Look up.  Strengthen your faith.  God is faithful.  He will never leave you nor 

forsake you.   

 

Lina Sandell was considered the Swedish “Fanny Crosby.”  That is, she was the greatest Swedish 

hymn-writer of the late nineteenth century.  She grew up as the daughter of a Lutheran pastor.  

When she was just a young woman, she witnessed her father falling overboard and drowning 

before her very eyes.  I cannot imagine such horror.  Artists often have some significant suffering 

in their lives that enables them to express the depth of their souls.  Miss Sandell knew God’s 

sustaining grace in the midst of suffering. She was the one who penned the words to the beloved 

hymn, “Day By Day.” 

 

Day by day and with each passing moment, 

Strength I find to meet my trials here; 

Trusting in my Father's wise bestowment, 

I've no cause for worry or for fear. 

He whose heart is kind beyond all measure 
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Gives unto each day what He deems best-- 

Lovingly, its part of pain and pleasure, 

Mingling toil with peace and rest. 

 

Ev'ry day the Lord Himself is near me 

With a special mercy for each hour; 

All my cares He fain would bear, and cheer me, 

He whose name is Counselor and Pow'r. 

The protection of His child and treasure 

Is a charge that on Himself He laid; 

"As thy days, thy strength shall be in measure," 

This the pledge to me He made. 

 

Help me then in eve'ry tribulation 

So to trust Thy promises, O Lord, 

That I lose not faith's sweet consolation 

Offered me within Thy holy Word. 

Help me, Lord, when toil and trouble meeting, 

E'er to take, as from a father's hand, 

One by one, the days, the moments fleeting, 

Till I reach the promised land. 

  Carolina V. Sandell-Berg, 1865 

 

Song of Response – Day By Day #105 

 


